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orintkians 1:4, - “1 give thanks to my God always
C%ang for you...”
St

Ephesians 1: 16 - “I do not cease
7 to give thanks for you...”
Philippians 1:3 - “I thank my God
every time | remember you...”

As seen in the verses above in most of Paul’ s letters
to the early churches he began with aword of thanksto
the faithful. Aswe begin another year | would like to
once again follow hisexample by thanking each of your
for being faithful to the ministry of our congregation
and the church at large. | count it as a blessing to be
able to serve as your pastor and | look forward to
working with you aswe carry out the ministry God has
called us to as the Bethlehem congregation.

Kathleenand | also want to thank you for making the
installation Sunday such a special day. Thanksto:

Vanessa, Marynell and the choir for the special
music

Wilkie for assisting at worship

Richard for getting things ready for the day

Ken for video taping the service

Bruce, Marianne, Darren, Monicafor taking part in
the installation

Marianne and all who helped with the wonderful
reception

Bishop Finck for being with us and presiding at the
service
It was a special and happy occasion for me, as| hopeit
was for you.

We aso thank everyone who came to our open
house. What a great time it was to have the chance to
be together as the church family during this busy time
of the year. And finally we thank everyone who
remembered uswith cardsand giftsboth oninstallation
Sunday and during the holiday. We appreciate your
love and kindness.

Well, one year has ended and now we move into
another one as the family of Bethlehem. I’'m sure God
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has many thingsin storefor usinthisnew year. | invite
you to join me as we begin to plan for the future of our
worship family, as we give God our thanks and praise,
and as we dare to be a church aive in the spirit.
Together we can continue the good things that go on
here at Bethlehem. Together we can care for each
other. Together we can grow infaith. Together wecan
find new waysto be the church and to reach out to those
who are bit yet among us.

| close with what | said at the installation. | thank
you for the privilege of being your pastor and now |
inviteyou to join me on the journey of being the church
in the coming year.

May God richly bless you with his love in this new
year!

Pastor Will

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 27"
immediately followi ng the worship service.
Bachrrl121n Hall
(We will hear and vote to approve the 2007 reports

and discuss a change in language in one item in the
By-Laws)

Church Council Calendar

Council Workshop: Wed., Jan. 2™ 7:00 pm, Fireside Rm
Council Mesting:  Wed., Jan. 9" 7:00 pm, Fireside Rm

2007 reports are due by Mon., Jan. 7" - please be prompt
Feb., 2008 newsdletter deadlineis Mon., Jan. 21%



2008 Church Council

Marianne Sakowski President
Bruce Gustafson Vice President
Andrea Campbell Secretary
Christina Watson Treasurer
Rev. Mark Will Pastor
J.R. Anderson Worship & Music
Bob Campbell Parish Life
Fritz Campbell Evangelism
Katrina Gary Y outh Representative
Dale Retrum Stewardship
Dianna Reynolds Finance
Bill Ritz Archives
Dan Sakowski Y outh
Anne Tegtmeier Education
James Toth Socia Ministry
Cathy Warnock Property

Get A Grip

Are you one of the multitude who needsto Get a Grip
in one or more areas of your life?

Perhaps you are someone who makes New Year's
resol utionsto lose those extrapounds, get your finances
in order, or have your schedule run smoothly?

We have all had times in our life when we have felt
totally OUT OF CONTROL!!

If this sounds like you, plan to join our Small Group
six-week session. Using Bill Hybelos' book, Finding
Balance in your Daily Life--Getting A Grip you will
learn how to use biblical insights and practical stepsto
secure a Christ-centered life that will get you into
control in five vital areas of your life - your time, your
health, your finances, your spiritual life and your
relationships. This group will begin Monday, January
14 at 7 p.m. at the home of Alice Roop

Looking forward to seeing you there!!!!

Lutheran Coursell - Don’'t missit!

1. If you missed the Lutheran Course we will offer it
again in the future, but starting on Sunday,January
13th, at 9 am. we will begin the Lutheran Coursell.
Our topics will be:

7 Sessions

“HowtoTell theDifferencebetween the T heology of
the Cross and the Theology of Glory”

Topic: How does God work?

A conversation with Timothy J. Wengert, professor of
Reformation History at The Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadel phia, PA

“How to Tdl if Your Will Isin Bondage and What
to Do about It”

Topic: Why do we do thingswe know we shouldn’t do?
A conversation with April Ulring Larson, Bishop,
LaCrosse Area Synod in LaCrosse, WI

“How to Receive God’s Grace Daily”

Topic: How are we saved?

A conversation with Lawrence J. Clark, executive
director, Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta, GA
“How to Tell the Difference between a Sinner and a
Saint”

Topic: If we're saved, why do we still sin?

A conversation with Martha E. Stortz, professor of
Historical Theology and Ethics, and Jane Strohl,
associate professor of Church History at Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA
“How to ldentify a ‘Neighbor’ and What This
Meansfor Lutherans’

Topic: If we're saved, can we do whatever we want?
A conversationwith Peter T. Nash, visiting professor of
Religion at Wartburg Collegein Waverly, 1A

“How to Tell the Difference between the Kingdom
on the L eft and the Kingdom on the Right”

Topic: Should Christians be involved in the world?

A conversation with Stephen P. Bouman, Bishop,
Metropolitan New Y ork Synod in New York, NY
“How to Tell the Difference between a ‘Vocation’
and a ‘Vacation'”

Topic: Can we make adifference in thisworld?

A conversation with Mary Jane Haemig, associate
professor of Church History at Luther Seminary in St.
Paul, MN

Even if you missed the Lutheran Course you are
encouraged to join usfor the next 8 weeksaswe look at
and discuss some of the our key Lutheran beliefs. Just
remember January 13th, 9 am., in the Fireside room

St. Olaf College Choir in Califormia



The St. Olaf Lutheran College Choir from Northfield
Mn. will have a concert at the First United Methodist
Church in Pasadenaon Feburary 7th at 7:30 p.m. They
will aso preform at Copley Symphony Hall in San
Diego on Feb. 9th at 2:30 p.m. These concerts are part
of their National tour. If you would like tickets or more
information call 1-800-363-5487 or visit their website:
www.stol aftickets.com.

Applying Bible Principles

"God Owns It All" is the chapter heading in a book by
a Christian author who presentsthis chapter first asthe
foundation for money management and giving.

God doesown it al! That isthe teaching of Psalm 24:1
which says, "Theearthisthe Lord's." Psalm 50:10 says
that all of the beasts of the field belong to God, and that
the cattle on athousand hills are His. Haggai 2:8 says
that God even ownsthe silver and gold in all the mines.

Now, He allows us to use what rightfully belongs to
Him, but God continuesto retain the ownership. Weare
managersand stewards of what God has entrusted to us.
Someday, when we stand before Him, we shall give an
account of what kind of job we have done in managing
the resources which God has allowed us to use.

That'swhy every spending decision becomesaspiritual
decision. Every time we use some of God's money, we
are making a decision which has eternal ramifications.

Areyou using money and possessions asif they belong
to you, or are you making spending decisions with the
full realization that it all belongsto God?

Youth Meeting - January 27, 2008

6:00 p.m. in Bachman Hall

Youth and parents are invited to a planning meeting for
the Youth Ministry (primarily serving youth ages 11-
18). Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this
meeting to help give direction for our ministry planning
for the new year.

Flowers for Worship, 2008

Y ou can help us have flowers to
enrich our worship this year.
Y ou might remember that in our
budget thisyear we weren't able
to budget enough to cover al the
flowers that are not paid for by
our members. One of thethings .+
that has happened in 2007 isthat
there were some Sundays when we would have 3 or 4
arrangements.  We know that for some there is a
specia reason why you want flowers on a given
Sunday, but for those who can be flexible asto the date
we would encourage you to pick a Sunday when we
don’'t already have two dedications. Thiswill help us
fill in the gaps without having to use budgeted money.
Wewould also ask that if you dedicate flowersthat you
pay for them before the Sunday of the dedication. This
year the flowers will be $20 per arrangement. Thanks
for your help in making sure we have flowers each
week.

We still have plenty of "Arks" to fill!

Thank you to all who continue to collect their change
for the Heifer Project. With the new year, we will start
buying different animals. Easter is on the way, so in
January we will buy geese, in February we will buy
ducks and in March we will buy flocks of chicks.

Here's what Heifer tells us about why the geese are a
good choice:

"Geese make a great gift, and here's why: Since some
geese can lay up to 75 eggs a year, even "six geese &
laying" can add up quickly for families in desperate
need of protein and a means of income. Geese are easy
to care for because they don't require much shelter and
can adapt to hot, wet or cold weather. Geese can aso
find a good portion of their food by themselves, and
they efficiently dispose of weed seeds and gobble up
insects, slugs and snails.

Best of all, geese are highly efficient producers of
animal protein. And they're vigilant "watchdogs,"
loudly warning when uninvited guests arrive at the
homestead.”

So, keep those quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies
coming!



ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson's
Christmas Message 2007

"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took placein this
way..." (Matthew 1:18).

Many generations after God promised a Messiah, a
young girl named Mary conceived a child by the Holy
Spirit. Joseph, the young man to whom she was
betrothed, wastold by an angel that the child shewould
bear was God's Son, Jesus.

God's power and blessing worked through common
livesto bring forth Jesusthe M essiah. Joseph and Mary,
ordinary young adults nurtured by the generations
before them, were open to God's extraordinary activity
intheir lives. They were common peoplewhosewilling
hearts and courage powerfully proclaimed the Good
News of the one who would save his people from their
sins.

Countless generations later, you and | are called to
proclaim the Good News of Emmanuel, "God with us.”
Our neighborhoods, our communities, and our world
are filled with those who long to know Jesus love and
saving presence in their lives. God uses us in all our
ordinariness and sinfulness to bring forth the promise
and light of Christ's love and salvation.

This Christmas, may the Holy Spirit give you faith,
courage, and awilling heart as you take part in God's
ongoing miracle. May you know the joy and awe that
comes from bearing Christ's creative and redeeming
love to the world.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

(amOh1
“l made a New Year’s resgolution to eat more
fruit, but surely | can’t be expected to
go through with it after that!” in

Men

Mission Support for
Navajo Lutheran Mission

Each year the Bethlehem Men-In-Mission try to provide
some means of support for the Lutheran Navajo
Mission in Arizona. This year we are again collecting
items in three areas:

2. Bath Towels — Each year in April the Mission school
sends home with the students a health kit that includes
bath size towels. These are also used for the students’
showers at the school and for the guest apartment. We
will be collecting new bath size or accept designated
donations so we can purchase as many towels as
possible at Costco or Sam’s. Last year our
congregation responded with over 80 new towels. We
need to have all towels collected by April 13", 2008, so
we can arrange to have them delivered to the
reservation.

4. Children’s Clothing — Children’s clothing in all sizes
is needed.

6. Layette Items for New Mothers — The Mission gives
a layette to each new mother. Infant clothing, blankets,
diapers and care items are included.

There will be a box in the Narthex to collect these
items. If you would prefer to make a cash contribution
to help out please contact any Men-In-Mission member.
Thanks for your help.

“Scramble” Golf Tournament in March

The next Bethlehem Golf Tournament is on
Saturday, March 8™, 2008, at the Anaheim Hills Golf
Course in Anaheim. The tournament format will be a
four-person team “scramble” where the best ball will be
played by each team. The Peoria Handicap System will
be used. The lowest handicap will be 0 (zero) and the
largest 36. The first tee time will be at 11:00 am All
golfers are welcome. This format is particularly nice
for the lady golfers to participate. You can organize
your own team or we will help match-up team
members.

Cost is $75 per person and will include green fees,
golf cart and prize fund. Please note that NO METAL
SPIKES ARE ALLOWED on this course. To secure
our reservation we need to have everyone signed up and
the money collected by Sunday, February 23™. There
will be a sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board in the
Narthex. If you have questions please contact Dale



Retrum at (714) 527-4337 or (562) 982-5732.
Property Committee

The Property Committee made great progress on
repairs and upgrades in 2007 and has more projects
slated for 2008.

Many thanks to the fantastic committee of Ernie
Mazzari, Dave Sandvig, John Buezis Sr., Rev. Mark
Will, John Buezis Jr., Jm Hargrove, Marianne
Sakowski, Bill Haglund, Richard Toth, Lon and Cathy
Warnock, and "adoptees’ Eric Dobberteen (Legal) and
Ron Clausen (Electrical).

Thanks also for the support from the Bethlehem
congregation, WEL CA, PaperRollersand the Memorial
Fund.

Our next meeting isscheduled for Monday, January
14th at 7:30 p.m.

From Shirley's Kitchen
Apple Crisp

No Substitutes!
6 -7 Pippin Apples
3/4 Cup Sugar
3/4 Cup Flour
{1 tsp. Cinnamon}
{1Tbsp. Sugar} Mix Together
1/3 Cup Soft Butter
1/2 Cup Water

Peel & dlice apples - spread appliesin an 8"
x 8" baking dish. Pour water over apples &
sprinkle sugar & cinnamon mixture over
them. Mix flour, sugar, & butter together
until it is a crumb mixture. Sprinkle crumb
mixture over apples & bake at 350 deg. for
40 minutes or until brown on top.

Super Good - Serve Warm!

What Can | Do?

If you’ ve considered other ways that you can help with
theactivitiesof the church but aren’t sure of whereyour
particular talents or interests fit, let's take a look at
some of the things that go on at Bethlehem:

Worship - You could help with the Altar Guild,
volunteer to usher at the worship service, assist the
pastor on communion Sundays, sing in the chair, try
your hand at ringing the bells, play or sing specia
music, help with organizing the pew racks, serve as a
reader.

Education- help is needed with Sunday School as a
substitute teacher, teach or help with set-up during
Vacation Bible School, work on the Library, help
organize education materials, serve as a substitute
Nursery Attendant.

Property - there is always a need for help on special
work days, painting, gardening projects and genera
repairs.

Evangelism - you could volunteer with contacting
inactivemembersor contacting visitorsand prospective
members.

Parish Life - there are so many things to do! Paper
Rollers, bowling league, bridge group,. dramas, golf
tournaments, group outingsto basebal | games, concerts,
plays, the many activities of the women's group,
W.E.L.C.A., and men’s group, Men in Mission.

Finance - you could help with the counting of the
offerings, help with record keeping and the annual
audit.

Socia Ministry - besidesserving at We Careand Judy’ s
Kitchen there are many areas where donations are
always welcome: WeCare, Heifer Project, Pastor's
Pantry, Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Lutheran
World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Relief, Food for the
Poor, Lutheran Camps, Lutheran Blind Mission, and
more.

There are many other areasthat need your help. Please
contact your council representativesto see how you can
contribute to the ministries of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church.
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January Birthdays

Jean Rich

Linda Scott

Erik Sandvig
David Sandvig
James Dawson
Kay Shelton
Geraldine Dawson
Hal Wolfe
Michelle Freeman
Randy Upright
NinaVan Tress
Jarunee Chasin
Nellie Maana
Annette Rygh
Kathleen Menchaca
Travis Retrum
Susan Driskill
Christine Wolfe
Scott Wooldridge
Wilkie Adams
Melinda Bustamante
Darlene Urewicz
Al Thunselle

Jay Campbell
Annie Dobberteen
Joen Coleman
Betty Nehrenberg
Marjorie Moeller
Debby Gustafson

January Anniversaries

Bruce & Irene Johnson

Please remember in prayer these members
and friends of Bethlehem:

Undergoing treatment:

Gladyce Ackerman

Julie Anderson (Richard Toth’s sister)

Adeline Beemer (Lynn Roesner’s mother) - lymphoma
Joan Bissing (friend of Charlotte Driskill) - cancer
Joe & Barbara Bull (friends of Mary Seibert)

Julie Davis - rheumatoid arthritis
Sara DeWeese - cancer
Katrina Gary

Pat Green (Carol Snyder’s cousin) - cancer
Lenora Jones (friend of Lynne Estabrook)

Jack Lyons

Jim Mauritzen (friend of the Hunts) - cancer
Kathleen McAteere (friend of Wilkie Adams) - cancer
Tony & Lynn Miles (friends of Jim Brandon & Carol Snyder)
Shirley Moleneux (Betty Jacobs' niece) - cancer
Joyce Rekstad - lupus

Didith Oakes (Sigrun Borneo’s sister-in-law)
Bob Piper (neighbor of Sigrun Borneo)
Lynn Roesner

Janis Sabic

Recuperating:

Julie Anderson - kidney cancer
Erik Bonwit

Art Brandon (Jim Brandon’s brother) - heart surgery
Erik Bonwit - lung surgery
Sigrun Borneo

Marjorie Chapman - hip surgery
Lynne Estabrook

Joshua Gimbel (Betty Jacobs' great-grandson) - brain surgery
Stuart Gordon (brother-in-law of Sigrun Borneo)

Betty Jacobs

Genevieve Jenkins

Katherine Lindell

Charlie Lyons
Herman Meier (Heidi Kracy’s cousin) - stroke
Kay Outland (friend of the Toths)

- hip surgery
Kristine Parkinson (The Lindell’ s daughter) - pancreatitis
Jackie Philips (Ron Clausen’ s sister) - multiple sclerosis
Jim Simonds (Carol Snyder’s brother-in-law) - heart surgery
Tim Warnock (Lon’s brother)
Convalescent or Care Facility:
Ruth Hudson Ernie Kling
Jeanette Olmstead Ruth Precker
Jean Rich Jeff Thompson
Homebound:
John Buttler

Military in Harm’s Way:
Matt Purtell (Krissy Retrum’s cousin) -inlraq
Chris Rogers -inlrag



W.E.L.C.A. News
January 2008

Women’s Bible Study
The Beatitudes-Session 5
Theme verse Matthew 5:6

T=

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.”

\WomeriELCA <22

Bazaar Fund Allocation Update:

The $500, which the women had previously
allocated for the recording system, is no longer
needed. We will need to vote to re-allocate the funds
at the Spring General Meeting.

W.E.L.C.A. BOARD Next meeting will be on
Jan. 7™ 2008, 6:30p.m. in Bachman Hall.
For information call President, Dianna Reynolds

Faith Circle Next meeting will be on Tues.
Jan. 8" Hostess- Mary Ann Wilson. Janice
Hunt will lead the Bible Study. Questions? Call
Luelle Buezis

Phoebe Circle Next meeting will be on Tues.
Jan 8™ at the home of Cathy Warnock.
Margaret Hangartner will lead the Bible Study.
Questions? Call Charlotte Driskill

W
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Sunday Morning
Coffee & Cookies

Thank you Men in Mission for providing coffee
and cookies in December. Phoebe Circle will be
responsible in January, Faith Circle in
February.

Upcoming Events:

Sat. Feb. 23™ 9-1lam President’s Planning
meeting for Spring Cluster Event. Our
Redeemer, Seal Beach.

Sat. Mar. 1 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. One-Day
Gathering of the Pacifica Women of the ELCA.
Hope Lutheran Church, Temecula.

New Year’s Resolution 2008

Ladies, as you are thinking of what you are resolving
to commit to for the 2008 year, please consider
making the following commitment:

I will make a commitment to invite one or more
women to our Spring Brunch, held on Saturday,
March 15% or I will invite someone to attend one of
the Circle Meetings with me. An invitation is all it
takes sometimes to encourage another to attend one
of our events or meetings. Invite your friends,
neighbors, co-workers or even your hairdresser. A
personal invitation is the best way to include people
in our activities and show them our hospitality.
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Many thanks to Debby Gustafson for
opening her home and also, many thanks
to all of you wonderful women who brought
Love Gifts for the Seafarers and We Care.
We had 32 beautiful women that attended
our Christmas Gathering and enjoyed
“Ringing in the Spirit”

Check out Pacifica Partners on line
www.pacificawomen.org click on news
& events

A smile is a curve that straightens things
out!




